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In sum: terminology problems

Problematic d ons

.

] B @ mbox-yusopbep.. (@) UNE &) soni

A substantial body of literature exists on what defines aNS, and many
scholars have attempted to provide a workable and rational distinction
between a NES and a NNES:

— Paikeday (1985) — the NS ‘exists only as a flgment of a linguist’s
imagination’, preferring the term ‘

— Rampton (1990, 1995) —in addition to language expertise (the main
criterion), the concept of a NS includes language affiliation and
language inheritance.

— Davies (1991, 2003) — five defining features of a NS, although these are
neither necessary nor present in all average NESs.

Some studies also reveal that many self-ascribed NNESs can pass for NESs
in certain situations (Inbar-Lourie, 2005), and that self-ascribed NESs can
be taken for NNESs by their students (Moussu, 2006).
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* Ascribes power to NESTs while presenting the NNESTs as ‘lacking’

something (Holliday, 2005)?
* Perpetuates stereotypes?

* A'life-long apprenticeship for the L2 speaker’ (Tollefson, 1995) that

has negative effects on SLA?

Unrepresentative

* Implies homogeneity (Seidlhofer, 2003, p. 183)?

* Studies have shown that most NESs don’t speak a ‘standardized’

version and monolingualism is no longer the norm:

—‘The concepts “native speaker” and “mother tongue speaker”
make little sense in multilingual societies where it may be difficult
to single out someone’s mother tongue’ (Kirkpatrick, 2007, p. 9).
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NEST and NNEST debate

Both have certain advantages

Both are desirable depending on learner
expectations
What makes one a good teacher is not about
being a NES or NNES but Professional

competence & development

Knowledge-base of the teachers (e.g.

academic/pedagogic subject matter

knowledge, general &cultural knowledge)
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Speak English very well
Very cool, charismatic
Outgoing, natural, sociable, active

Exciting feelings of emulation
Cultural ambassador

Good model of spoken English (e.g.
pronunciation, accent)

Good for practising speaking English
Good at methodology and teaching
skills; are knowledgeable

Can increase openness to other
countries/cultures

Encourage students to speak more
English; are inspiring

Often bring more creativity or different
methodology

Can think in English more ea:

&BULLT. H EFL LEARNERS' PERCEP NaTY
1SH-SPEAKING TEACHERS N HIGHER

@ nboc-yusopbep.. (@) LNE

DUCATION. He

T Al Karakas ppte] - P

Can understand students” lives

and stresses better

Know the students’ culture and

can behave appropriately

Can easily communicate with
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Can encourage students more

Can better teach English to

students

Can put the students at ease / help

them to learn in a more

comfortable way

Can provide extra help, translation

and Turkish equivalents for

difficult aspects of English
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Are things changing?

+ Despite their dominance, the ideali otior e NES prevalent in the

1960s has been called into question in recent years:

Are ne required?

Is a native >nt more intelligible?
Why is a native acce > lon
What exactly is a ‘native’ accent and

relevant?
T

« There is a need to explore attitudes and stereotypes in depth

(Cook, 1999, p. 196) — ‘this acceptance of the native speaker model does not
mean these attitudes are right’.
— Holliday (2009) — how far would students’ preferences be provided for
if, for instance, they requested male or white teachers?
* The prevalence of NES norms are evidently complex, yet this complexity
should not act as a deterrent for a critical examination of current ELT
practice.
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Students’ perceptions of NESTs and
NESTs

Can create a fear of comprehension
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Create a feeling of humiliation

May not teach English effectively
Can bring unrealistic expectations to the
class/school

Can be out of touch with students
Cannot empathise with students/be
insensitive to their needs

Can say/do inappropriate things

Can overvalue themselves in the host
culture

Can be too arrogant and self-
opinionated
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Speaker and accent preferences in
listening activities (Karakas, 2019
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International Tests: Speaker profiles in
in listening sections

The Listening and Speaking sections of the TOEFLiBT test

include other native-speaker English accents in addition
to accents from North Amerlca You may hear accents

from the ., New Zealand or A . ETS added these
accents to better reflect the variety of natlve English
accents you may encounter while studying abroad
(“TOEFL iBt: Test Content”, 2019, para: 6-7).
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Familiarity with the different native speaking accents —

The Listening Section of the TOEIC test includes
! i akers. Many

studehts develop a bias for a given variety of English and
have difficulty understanding speakers with other
accents. To overcome this it is important that students be
exposed to a variety of English accents (Trew, 2007, p.
7; the writer’s own italics).
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in most policy documents (e.g. ELT curricula,
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Speakers of EC are underrepresented — especially in
imported coursebooks
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“source culture materials” in which the content consists of learners’
own culture. The second type is related to “target culture materials” in
which the content is organised around the culture of an ENL (e.g. the
UK and/or the USA) country and the final type rests on “interna
target cultural materials” which include the use of a large number of
cultures in Anglophone and non- Anglophone countries across the
world (SELC, 2020, p. 12; emphasis in original).
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A Social Justice Issue

Native-speakerism is  prejudice, stereotyping and/or
discrimination, typically by or against foreign language
teachers, on the basis of either being or not being perceived
and categorized as a native speaker of a particular language,
which can form part of a larger complex of interconnected

prejudices including ethnocentrism, racism and sexism. Its
endorsement positions individuals from certain language
groups as being innately superior to individuals from other
language groups. Therefore native-speakerist policies and
practices represent a fundamental breach of one’s basic
human rights

(Houghton & Rivers, 2013, p. 14).
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“[s]ocial justice in TESOL has been influenced by social
and academic movements led by” those who have
objected to the marginalization of certain groupsand
their linguistic and cultural differences (Chang, 2018,
p.1)
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